[Treatment of postoperative mediastinitis using an omental pedicle flap].
Four patients with postoperative mediastinitis who were treated by omentopexy at the Fukuoka University Hospital between 1989 and 1990. Three of the 4 patients healed successfully, another one died of multiple organ failure 83 days after surgery. All patients were received coronary artery bypass surgery harvesting a left internal thoracic artery for ischemic heart disease. Three patients had diabetes mellitus, one patient had renal failure preoperatively. Recognition of mediastinitis was made by sternal wound purulent discharge and sternal dehiscence. Culture of the discharge fluid yielded methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus in three, and Enterococcus cloacae in one. Irrigation with popidone-iodine or blonopol were ineffective. Thus, the wound was treated with debridement and omentopexy with an omental pedicle flap, respectively. Postoperative course after omentopexy were excellent, had no complications. We conclude that the omentopexy is useful in the treatment of postoperative refractory anterior mediastinitis.